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To be known and read” by all . ..
Good Morning, Newman___
Purrrhaps you should know how
purroud I am to be included in your
staffs publication. (After all, dogs
have masters, cats have staff.) You
might also like to know that when
my daughter died, in November
1999, we inherited her dog and cat.
We get up each morning at 4:45 to
go to Ballys to work out. Weiner
(your relative) comes up a few m inutes before that and walks all over
the bed, not purring, but meowing,
which being interpreted is, “Get up,
you lazy people. I’m hungry, and you
need to get started on the day.”
Apparently the good Lord thinks
I need special encouragement about
this time each year. One publication
edited by Adventists ran two articles
on me recently— “The Adventist
Apostle of Ecumenism” and “Chaplain to the Police”— and your associate (R.R.H.) ran an encouraging
comment in the last issue of PD (see
“Epistles”).
God is good to me. Purrraise his
name.
Felix A. Lorenz, Jr.
Northville, Michigan
The Adventist “Mark”
I always enjoy the articles in PD.

It is informative without being
stuffy. I have a (fish) bone to pick
with Newman, however. His cats
scan of the journal did not pick up
the counterfeit stamp on page 30 of
the article on “Genuine Adventists.”
Was he catnapping, or could it be
that he has less than purrfect vision
with those horn-rimmed glasses he
wears? Any good graphics editor
should know that the stamp on page
30 could never have produced the
mark on the forehead of the Genuine Adventist on the cover. Someone slipped a counterfeit past the
editor. It just goes to show that you
can never be too smug about not
being caught by a counterfeit. How
many readers recognized the counterfeit from the genuine? I bet fewer
than Newman can count on all four
paws.
Edwin E. Reynolds
Professor of New Testament and
Biblical Languages
Philippines
• Alas, poor Newman was feeling
too poorly to bestow his “mark of
the beast” on the design of this
issue. Had he seen the backward
stamp, Tm sure he would have
brought it to my attention. My
apologies to a very observant and
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obviously purrsnickety reader. (See
the correct version below.)—Harry
Knox, isngiesb

I was shocked and grieved to hear
of Newmans fate. He has brightened
the pages of PD and we will miss
him.
PD is high on my list of most
favored magazines, and I wish it was
published oftener.
I’m enclosing also an article on
Newman’s death in the Portland
Oregonian.
Mrs. Ralph Gladden
Gaston, Oregon•
• Newman affixed his seal to a Perspective Digest ad for the last time in
the past issue. Left to morn are his
ardent admirer and colleague
Jeanne Dalrymple, the staff of PD,
and many of its readers. For further
details, see page 63.—Eds.
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God’s Hebrew Name
Thank you for your publication
Perspective Digest. It is a blessing, even
though some things take digging to
understand. That is good—isn’t it?
The reason for this letter is that I
have some in my church very
involved with “the Hebrew name of
the Lord.” Sometimes their accusing
actions during the Sabbath school
lessons study lead me to believe that
they are spoken of in Matthew 7:2023. I thank God for patience to deal
kindly with them; for their disrupting fruits do betray their attitude
toward others—that their beliefs are
the only truth.
They have made some statements
that I need to check out and do not
know where to find answers. Could
you steer me to some sources for the
following questions?
1. Was the New Testament originally written in Hebrew, as they
claim?
2. Does there exist an original
copy in Hebrew? This they claim has
been used to transliterate into the
Greek New Testament that is widely
used in seminaries today.
3. Does the New Testament contain “many Hebrew idioms that only
make sense if we use the Hebrew
translation,” another claim?
H.P.
West Virginia
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• Answers:
1. No
2. No
3. Some Hebrews idioms can be
found in the New Testament, but
that does not mean that the New
Testament was originally written in
Hebrew. The presence of Hebrew
idioms indicates only that in some
cases the mother tongue of the writers was Hebrew/Aramaic, or that
their thought patterns were prim arily Hebrew.—Angel Rodriguez.
Wanted: Gerry Wagoner
My husband and I are leaders for
the ASI primary youth programs.
We just read the article “From
Anabaptist to Advent Believer” by
Gerry Wagoner. We were very
blessed by it and would love to contact Mr. Wagoner to have him speak
for one of our ASI meetings this
year. Could you help?
Maryann and Kirk Krueger
Via E-mail: kkhaus8@cs.com
• Try Gerry at gcwagoner@
ameritech.net.— Eds.
Hide PD Under Spectrum?
Recently I heard that some of
your friends (?) are upset that you
are editing a magazine for the
Adventist Theological Society, which
they say is more fundamentalist than
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centrist. I’m led to believe that some
theologians who read PD hide it
under a copy of Spectrum. Any comment?
No Name
• I’m sorry to say that theologians of
whatever leaning are not exempt
from the prejudices that afflict the
rest of us. I sometimes divide them
into two classes: intellectuals and
pietists. Only a few combine the two
gifts. But most of my theologian
acquaintances are gracious people;
convinced of their particular leaning,
to be sure, but as most true intellectuals, willing to examine opposing
views. And in the Adventist theological community, departures of magnitude from a continuum acceptable to
the church are few.
During my 35 years as editor of
Liberty; I carefully read and reread
Counsels to Writers and Editors, to
determine how to address errant
views. The weight of inspired opinion, I found, directed one to simply
espouse truth rather than to condemn error. Particularly painful to
Ellen White was an occasion on
which the Signs presented views to
the public at variance with the
Review. **
*See Counsels to Writers and Editors, pages 55-57, 74-82.
Continued on page 61
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Continued from page 6

“Those who speak to the people
through our periodicals should preserve unity among themselves.
Nothing that savors of dissension
should be found in our publications. Satan is always seeking to
cause dissension, for well he knows
that by this means he can most
effectually counteract the work of
God. We should not give place to his
devices.”
Again: “No one has the right to
start out on his own responsibility,
and advance ideas in our papers on
Bible doctrines, when it is known
that others among us hold different
opinions on the subject, and that it
will create controversy.”
Did that “no one” include her
husband?
“My husband had some ideas on
some points differing from the
views taken by his brethren. I was
shown that however true his views
were, God did not call for him to put
them in front before his brethren
and create differences of ideas.”
Once they were publicized, Ellen
pointed out, the result would be
“contention and variance.”
One of her statements that has
most amazed me is this: “Christ did
not reveal many things that were
truth, because it would create a difference of opinion and get up disputations. . . . ”

She continued: “Now when everything is dissension and strife, there
must be decided efforts to ... publish
with pen and voice these things that
will reveal only harmony.”
Especially painful to Ellen was to
see “our two leading papers in contention. . . . No variance should be
seen in these two instrumentalities
of God.”
Is there then no theological issue
that should call forth a response?
There are such issues, and counsel
concerning when and how it should
be done. She emphasizes that we
must be “one in faith in the fundamental truths of God’s word. And
one object must be kept in view constantly; that is, harmony and cooperation must be maintained without
compromising one principle of
truth. And while constantly digging
for the truth as for hidden treasure,
be careful how you open new and
conflicting opinions.”
She also urged ministers to avoid
the danger of “dwelling too much
on doctrines, preaching altogether
too many discourses on argumentative subjects when their own soul
needs practical godliness.”
I’ve found that most of my theological friends, whether or not
members of ATS, subscribe to this
counsel. To be sure, once in a while,
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caught up in the heat of personal
opinion and professional pride, a
few ungracious words, spoken or
written, will escape; but is that not a
sin in which we all share and for
which we all must seek forgiveness?
With the concurrence of ATS officials, I seek articles that espouse
truth rather than attack error. However, you may find an article exploring a non-Adventist approach to
interpreting Scripture—the historical-critical method, for example. But
you’ll not find an attack on an Adventist theologian allegedly using
this methodology. (Just join us in
prayer for her or him!)
Now, wouldn’t it be great if
Adventist theologians, authors, and
others who wish to mutually explore a viewpoint could meet for
two or three days of fellowship,
prayer, and study? This question
brings me to a project ATS has in
mind: a foundation sufficiently
endowed to bring scholars—Adventists, evangelicals, others—together for just this purpose! The
Journal o f the Adventist Theological
Society is now being sent to 1,600
evangelical theologians. W hat a
potential for listening and sharing!
Somewhere there is a person in love
with God and truth who would like
to help this happen. Such a forum
will, I believe, lessen some of the
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tensions that now tincture the world
of Adventist scholarship.
As to No Name’s initial observation on my editing Perspective
Digest I’m reminded of a letter
allegedly written to “Dear Abby” a
decade or more ago. Since I saw it in
Car and Driver, I suspect it may
have been either originated or
adapted by someone on the car
magazine’s staff. Whatever, I’ll
adapt it a bit further.
“I am writing to you for help
with my problem. My wife has custody of our seven children. They
were awarded to her when she
divorced me for desertion. My
mother has been confined to a mental institution since I was three. I
have two brothers: one works for
the Adventist Theological Society
and the other is awaiting electrocution for murder. My two sisters are
prostitutes, and my father sells narcotics.
“Recently I met a girl who had
just been released from prison,
where she served time for smothering her illegitimate child. I love this
girl and want to marry her.
“My problem is this: Should I tell
her about my brother who works for
ATS?”
Chuckle with me.—R.R.H.

Published by Digital Commons @ Andrews62University, 2002

5

